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Science


This term we will begin by learning about important and diverse scientists and inventors, whose contributions to their fields have benefitted us today. This will include Marie Curie, George Washington Carver and Inge Lehmann. We will then begin our topic of electricity, furthering our understanding of circuits.





English


During Spring Term we will explore text and multimedia to support our learning, We will begin by exploring a recent text to explore figurative language, considering authors intentions. We will explore free verse poems, including those written by Michael Rosen and Kit Wright to produce a poem in the style of the author. ‘Arthur and the Golden Rope’ will provide us with opportunity to explore structures of a story, and a spark our imaginations to produce our own story including an ‘unlikely’ hero. We will use non-fiction texts to support our writing of recounts, and then delve into the world of the ‘big bad wolf’ to hear his version of the events. This will provide us opportunity to experience persuasion and lead us to create our own persuasive texts. 





Maths


This term we will be securing children’s number knowledge – exploring times tables, multiplication, and division. We will also continue to progress our learning of length & perimeter, fractions and begin to explore decimals. The children will develop their ability to explain their thinking processes, use a range of methods and extend their problem-solving skills. 


Please continue to practise times tables with your child as much as possible.  By the end of year 4, children should know their 12x12 times tables and corresponding division facts. 
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PSHE


Our first half term will focus on our own dreams and goals and considering how we will be able to achieve them. We will then move to considering how to stay healthy – discussing the effects smoking and alcohol to health.   





Home-Learning


Home learning will be sent home on Thursdays and expected back on Tuesdays. There will be weekly spellings, as well as a Maths, English or Topic based activity to complete. 


Every child has a log in for TTrockstar, it would be useful if they could go online every day and complete the 10-minute session. 





Computing


Computing will be weaved throughout the curriculum. Our focus for the first half term will be programming events, where will create and modify code. The second half term we will explore computer networks, Understanding inputs, processes and outputs


.





Spellings and Reading


Weekly spellings will be looked at in class together then sent as part of home-learning. Every child will read to a classroom adult as part of our Guided Reading sessions. Children will also be given time for independent reading – please ensure they bring in their reading book and diary every day. Please read daily with your child - ask them questions about the book to support their progress. 





DT/ Art


In Art, our topic is the rainforest. We will use this to explore colour mixing, collage and sketch. We will explore the artworks of Henri Rosseau and Joseph Cornell to inspire our designs. In DT, we will look at the importance of a well-balanced diet, and use this to help inform us to plan healthy sandwich fillings
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During our first half term, we will be learning about key beliefs in Hinduism – including karma and reincarnation. 


Next half term the children will be posing the question ‘Is the cross a symbol of love, sacrifice or commitment for Christians?’ to further our understanding of Christianity.








Music


This term we will continue to develop body coordination, conducting simple melodies using Solfege, fine motor skills, singing with accurate pitch and reading and writing rhythms through movement. We will begin to expand use on tuned and untuned percussion, working with high sounds, low sounds, loud and quiet sounds. We will explore playing in three parts, with an introduction to improvisation.





Geography


We will be extending our knowledge of rainforests in Geography, discussing their importance, structure and change over time.  We will explore which living things are able to thrive there and what we can do to preserve it.





History


We will be undertaking a local history project, investigating the events which affected the area and identifying similarities and differences to how people lived here compared to us. We will undertake an enquiry and consider what sources we can use and their reliability. 





PE


Swimming will continue on Wednesday afternoons. During Monday PE session, the first half term children will be creating dance sequences. 


During the second half term. Children will be progressing in gymnastics. 





French


In French, we will continue to build on our learning of musical instruments, recalling previous learning and building new vocabulary to add to our conversations.
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