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Maths


This term we will be securing children’s number knowledge – exploring place value and patterns in our first half term and then progressing to the four operations – addition, subtraction, multiplication and division. The children will develop their ability to explain their thinking processes, use a range of methods and extend their problem-solving skills. 


Please practise times tables with your child.  By the end of year 4, children should know their 12x12 times tables and corresponding division facts. 





Science


This term we will begin by learning about Rocks, how they are formed both naturally and human-made and their properties. Then we will learn more about fossils and Mary Anning. We will extend our knowledge of living things and habitats. We will use experiments, books and ICT to support our learning. 





English


Our main Autumn English topics are Roald Dahl and Fables. We will read several of Roald Dahl’s best-loved texts as a class including ‘George’s Marvellous Medicine’ and ‘The Twits’. We will use non-fiction texts to learn about the famous author, and have opportunity to retell the stories, write character profiles and design wanted posters for some of the antagonists. During the second half term we will explore Fables, including ‘The Tortoise and the Hare’, and consider their key features. Writing opportunities will include creating diary entries, news reports and persuasive text.  We will also participate in debate about characters in the story. Some key areas of writing and grammar we will be focusing on this term are; pronouns, subordinate clauses, conjunctions, possessive apostrophes and prefixes. 
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Music


This term will be developing body coordination, conducting simple melodies using Solfege, fine motor skills, singing with accurate pitch and reading and writing rhythms through movement. Using tuned and untuned percussion, we will explore high sounds, low sounds, loud and quiet sounds and introduce playing in two parts and following simple sequences.








DT/ Art


In Art, our topic will focus on abstract art and the work of Wassily Kandinsky!  We will explore ideas of creating art pieces to represent sounds and music, using printing to create our own.


In DT the children will have opportunity to design and create their own sewing project – considering an effective success criteria which will make their design successful.





PE


Swimming lessons will take place on Wednesday afternoons. On Mondays, we will play invasion games, such as Tag Rugby. In the second half term, we will then move onto net/wall games.





French


In French we will review key language from KS1, focusing on how to introduce ourselves and say basic information about who we are and where we live. 











Geography


The topic of Extreme Earth will look at the destructive powers of nature, from volcanoes and earthquakes to tsunamis and tornadoes. Through discussion and practical tasks, we will learn about how and why these natural phenomena occur, and the ways in which they affect people.





History


We will be learning about the Stone Age, exploring the question: "What kind of sources tell us about the Stone Age?" We will investigate archaeological evidence such as artefacts, cave paintings, fossils and monuments to discover how historians learn about prehistoric life.





PSHE


This term we will be focusing on ways to build positive relationships with our peers, recognising our own roles to support our community and considering what community means to us. 





Home-Learning


Home learning will be sent home on Thursdays and expected back on Tuesdays. There will be weekly spellings, as well as a Maths, English or Topic based activity to complete. 


Every child has a log in for TTrockstar, it would be useful if they could go online every day and complete the 10-minute session. 





Computing


Computing will be weaved throughout the curriculum to ensure safe searching on the internet and understanding on presentation through media. Our focus for the first half term will be sequencing and animation. The second half term is word processing to secure our creation, editing and saving of documents.





Spellings and Reading


Weekly spellings will be looked at in class together then sent as part of home-learning. Children will be tested on these spellings each Wednesday.  Every child will read to a classroom adult at least once a week as part of our Guided Reading sessions. Children will also be given time for independent reading – please ensure they bring in their reading book and diary every day. Please read daily with your child - ask them questions about the book to support their progress. 





RE


For the first half term, we will explore how Christians show that ‘reconciliation’ with God and other people is important, through bible readings, learning about practices such as confession and through key individuals including Archbishop Desmond Tutu.


In the second half term, we explore ‘How does a Muslim show their submission and obedience to Allah?’, including learning about the Adhan, the story of Bilal and prayer rituals.








