Literacy 
At the start of the term will be working on caption writing and using the textured book ‘That’s not my dog’. The children will be creating their own book using collage materials. The books ‘The day the crayons quit’ by Oliver Jeffers and ‘There’s a dragon in my book’ introduces our cross-curricular topic of ‘toys’. They will orally compose sentences and think carefully about the grammar that they need to transcribe their sentences effectively. the second half-term, children will move onto the theme of weather, the seasons, and our senses so will be using some delightful texts linked to these themes including ‘Dear Earth’ and ‘The Lonely Christmas Tree’. Writing topics covered whilst studying these texts will include letter writing, diary entries, descriptions, non-chronological reports and short narratives. Children will continue using phonics for decoding and encoding and will focus on handwriting and using punctuation accurately. 
Year 1 will be focusing on phonic sounds with daily phonic sessions. They will be learning phase 3 sounds and phase 4 blends before moving onto phase 5 sounds. 
Year 2 will be starting with bridging phonic sounds before moving onto their spelling rules.

Maths 
The children will look at number, place value, addition and subtraction. The maths sessions will now be split for the main teaching with Year 1 and Year 2 working separately. Year 1’s will have the opportunities to explore their activity on the outside playground and work with practical resources to further their mathematical understanding. Year 2 will be working practically and starting to record work in their books. The children will be learning place value, addition and subtraction and exploring 2D and 3D shape. 

Science
We start the year looking at materials, where the children will identify and name a variety of materials that toys are made from and will explore and describe each materials properties. In the second unit, ‘Amazing Me!’, we will investigate and name different parts of our bodies and use our senses to classify things into different groups. The children will work scientifically to observe, measure and notice patterns, as well as study how we change over time. 





Starling Class
Welcome to the Autumn Term!

RE
The children will begin RE this year by exploring Judaism looking at New Beginnings and thinking about the question Why do Jewish families talk about repentance at New Year? The children will cover TESHUVAH exploring the art of forgiveness. 
PSHE
The children will cover two topics in PSHE this term. The first topic, ‘Being me in my world’, will allow the children to explore school as a safe place and help them to feel positive about themselves. The second topic explores and celebrates difference and being unique, as well as comparing similarities between ourselves.

Art/DT
In DT, children will be making puppets linking to our theme of toys. They will investigate a range of puppets before using fabric, and their developing sewing skills, to design and create their own finger and glove puppets. In Art, the children will learn about a number of artists including Mondrian and Pollock and explore and recreate their styles using a solid understanding of colour and using it creatively.

History 
‘Toys: Past & Present’, will teach the children to describe the characteristics of different toys from across the years. They will develop their research and categorising skills, as well as use timelines and chronological ordering, designed to consolidate their knowledge of changes within living memory. The children will then have the opportunity to create their own toy museum using the new skills and knowledge they have gained in the first half term.

Geography
During the unit, ‘Wonderful Weather’, the children will learn about the different types of weather in their immediate environment and compare this to other areas of the world – hot and cold. They will also build on their knowledge of the four seasons and investigate the dangers of weather whilst creating their own recorded weather forecasts.

     
 Music/French 
Music will continue to be taught by our specialist music teacher Mr Rapson This term we will be developing body coordination and fine motor skills and singing with accurate pitch. Using tuned and untuned percussion, we will explore high sounds, low sounds and loud and quiet sounds. We will introduce simple Solfege and begin to read and write simple rhythms. and Mrs Meola is our specialist in French and we will be learning colours, simple phrases and joining in with songs and rhymes. These lessons will be held on Tuesday mornings.
PE
Throughout the first half term, the children will be participating in ball skills and team games on a Monday and Friday. They will then move onto gymnastics and basketball training in the second half term.  Please ensure that PE kit is in school with all items labelled. 

Computing
Initially within the theme of toys, children will be programming robotic toys. Then after the half term break, children will use their senses to create digital artwork similar to familiar artists such as Mondrian.

Home Learning tasks
Home learning will include securing number fluency on Numbots and Times Tables Rockstars. It will also be important to read at home - every day, even if only for ten minutes. Weekly spellings based on phonics and spelling rules that have been learnt. Please encourage your child to do some book reviews of books they have read at home. If they wanted to complete some extra home learning linked to our topics they can design a toy, write a story about their favourite toy or complete some maths sentences using addition and subtraction. There will be a home learning display where by work from home can be shown to the class. 



	English
	History
	Geography
	Science

	Colour
Expression
Adjectives
Story
Beginning
	End
Character
Speech
Narrative
imaginative
	metal toys
paper toys 
wooden toys 
21st century 
20th century 
Victorian

	seasons 
observations 
United Kingdom affects 
thermometer temperature 
record

	Material 
Metal 
Wood 
Fabric 
Plastic 
Safe

	liquid 
solid 
gas 
Water vapour 
States of matter


	Maths
	RE
	Art
	D&T

	Array
Add
subtract
equal
group
value
altogether
	multiply
divide
fraction
half
height
length

	Yom Kippur
Judaism
Sorry 
Shofar 
Rosh Hashanah
Teshuvah

	
	Colour
Mix
Primary
Secondary
Blend
Ombre

	Fabric
Sew
Materials
Puppet
Needle
Thread
assemble

	Computing
	These are words that your child will be hearing and using in class this term. It would be useful if you could discuss these words with your children to help them become familiar with them, in preparation for their learning at school. The children do not need to learn how to spell these words!



	digital
effect
focus
image
landscape
portrait
subject
	code
command
function
graphics
program
programming
software
	



